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BOOK REVIEWS

By i
Rabbi MELECH SCHACHTER

An Evaluation of the Poetess;
BRACHA
KOPSTEIN

Days and Holidays in Israel
Mishemesh El Shemesh

Selected Poetry {
The tender love of a poetess for Medinat Yllrop
has found ample expression in Yiddish prose amd
poetry at the hands of the gifted Bracha Kopstein.
In Days and Holidays in lsrael, written in a Gne
listic style, wo encounter profound insight

na |
i i¢c chaiutzim, the sabras and

on the part of the hero

the immgirants—the men, the women and the chil-
dren—in the ma’abarot, in the kibbutzim and in
the cities. A mote of comfort to the head of the
State from a father who lost his son in the Sinai
campaign is one of the touching illustrations of
Israeli heroism. The father felt that the heavy bur-
den bearing upon the “father of the people” by far
surpassed his own personal tragedy ... We are
also treated in the hook to radiant descriptions
of the masses visiting the president on the Suc-
coth festival, of the workers hilariously greeting
their benefactor, David Dubinslky, of the multitude
of chassid'm welcoming the Saimarer Rebbe, ste.
Many of “1e close to 60 “reportages” should be
translated nto Hebrew and English and rendered
available to everyone.

AsB a distinguished poetess Bracha Kopstein en-
riched Yiddish verse with another volume, entitled
“Selected Poetry.” Some of them are selections
from several previous volumes of poetry she had
published in the past and some are new ones
that have never appeared in book form. Many of
these selections are the sad expressions of inner
experiences because of the holocaust. How is she
to react when her child inquires “What soap is
made of?” “At one time, they used to make it
from fats of . . .” Other selections are replete with
joy and enthusiasm over the people and the land
of Israel; one can breathe the air of the Kinnersth
River or be enchanted by the blue sky. The moun-
tains of Gilboa and Chermeon, the Galil, the Emek,
and the Negev, the highwyas and byways of the
Holy Land, all play fondly on the sirings of her
heart. The aroma of Israel pervades a considerable
portion of her poetry.

There are also proletarian pcems, reminiscent
of Morris Rosenfeld. Abject poverty and the curse
of unemployment characterize most of these selec-
tions. There are also children’s poems and cradle
songs that are very touching and tender. All in all
her book ylelds hours of poetic exhilaration.

~—Young Israel Viewpoint

VW aARPp 113141
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MISHEMESH EL SHEMESH. By Bracha
Kopstein. “Davar” Publishing Co. Tel Aviv,

Women authors are now blossoming in medern
Hebrew and Yiddish literature. Bracha Kopstsin
is one such tender soul who uses the emotional
and musical form of poetry to pour forth her in-
nermost yearnings.

Mishemesh el Shemesh containg close to sevently
poems, orlginally written in Yiddish, mother
tongue of Bracha Kopstein, and translated into
beautiful ¥ebrew by nineteen of the most famous
Hebrew poets living in Israel today. It is amazing
how accurately the folklorisms and idiomatic ex-
pressions are preserved in the translation.

There is sadness in her tone when Bracha
Kopstein sings of tender love, aspirations un-
fulfilled, separation and detachment. There Is
deeply felt reaction in her strophes to the tragedy
that has befallen our people in Europe, to the
great historic wonder of the Independent sover-
eign State of Israel and to all the social diflcul-
ties encountered by the many immigrants f{rom
all over the world now converging upon the Holy
Land.

In one poem the poet expresses a yearning to
experience that profound religious exaltation of
her pious father. In another she articulates the
pangs of mother love.spurned by the child be-
causs she is forced to go to work and leave the
child to be cared for by others. Emotional tender-
ness and feminine sensitivity pervade every line.
There is beauty in the brevity allowing the red-
er's imagination full play.

The participation of the greatest poets in trans-
lating Bracha Kopstein’s Yiddish poems into He-
brew testifies to the high quality of her poetry.

—CiRCLE In Jewish Bookland
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Moit pe6GeHOK DYUKH MBIZIOM JOJrO MbUIL
Bapyr 3aMOJKHYIT.

H, sapymaBmuch, CIpOCKI:

“Mama, U3 4ero JAeralnT MBIIO0?”

S He cpasy oTBeTHJA.

Cepaue 3aGHIOCH — H, KAK KJIELH,

I'yGbl BIHAMCE OXHA B APYTylo:

“sl ne snar! Korma-to

Mbuto menanu H3 Xupa .. .

Crnopa 3acTpsiiH B rOpPTaHH.

“A Tenepb?” — CHIPOCHT PeGEHOK YAMBICHHO.
“Tenepp —

“Ternepp MBUIO BAPAT M3 €BPEEB . . .

51 xoTesma CJIOBO CTpAIUHOE BEPHYTS,

Ho 65ut0 YK€ MO3MIHO.

PeGeHox ycMexHyJCcs W CKa3alx:

“THl He 3Haeulb, Mama,

Yro THl rosopuius!”
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DNy M. Z. FRANK:

‘“Miss Kopstein spent a number of years in
Israel — with some New York interludes. When |
first met her there in 1950, she was working in one
of the largest immigrant camps. Out of the fifty-
seven sketches in the book (351pp. Published in
New York) some deal with the sordid side of life
in Israel, some with its festive sides.

““The latter predominates. A pleasingly readable
collection of descriptions of the bewildering pan-

PRI PN IR NN -0

\\g \,& \D'Q\TZ i eyes: a ma’abara and the President's mansion on

| a holiday, an immigrant ship and a literary eve-
:\:N-ﬁn ® ning, Leib Glantz’s Cantorial Academy in Tel-
PN

Aviv and the newly rising settlement of Lachish
NV o

IR 19118Y |
T2 DIswERp nona |

with its farmers and cultural centers and the un-
forgettable Guber family, the Weizmann Institute
and a visit by a notable from New York and an-
other from Johannesburg, the Leftist kibbutzniks
and the Satmar Rebbe.

‘““Many of the scenes depicted in the book are
very touching, either for their tragic content or
for their historic significance. But, while the
quality of the writing is not the same in every
sketch, none of it is heavy. One of the most
charming is on Friday Night in Tel-Aviv.

“l understand Miss Kopstein is considering
issuing the book in an English translation. It
ought to be an important addition to the litera-
ture on Israel. The English title of the Yiddish

| volume is given as “Days and Holidays in Israel.”
I think the title can be retained in English.”

NT 12 VD g
PINONIN I @
$ 19199 T 9

—The National Jewish Post and Opinion
New York

/ll(;-eal(p NIIA

KOPSTEIN BOOK ON ISRAEL
DETAILS STIRRING EVENTS

Jewish readers of Justice will be in-
terested in “Days and Holidays in Israel”
by Bracha Kopstein, a 342-page account
of places and instituions in Israel, done
in a fine journalistic style by one who has
personally observed events in that stir
ring, small nation. ILGWU aid is warmly
described along with an eye-witness re-
port on Pres. David Dubinsky’s visit to
that country.

—JUSTICE
International Ladies’ Garment
Workers’ Union
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SHORT

BIOGRAPHICATL
SKETCH

Bracha Kopstein — a distinguished

Yiddish Poetess and Lecturer, is a former
Canadian and American resident. She was active
many years in the Labor Zionist movement and
in the Pioneer Womens Organization.

Before settling in Israel, Bracha Kopstein
traveled all over the United States and Canada,
lecturing and reading of her poetry. She was
known as an inspiring speaker both for the cause
of a National homeland in Israel for the Jews and
for Yiddish culture in America.

Soon after the establishment of the State of
Israel, Bracha Kopstein felt an inner urge to
make her home in Israel. She came there in 1949,
“fell-in” in the midst of the great mass-immigra-
tion, met with many personal hardships, and in
spite of all that, volunteered to the Jewish Agency
for work in the Machnots, as a Social Worker, in
the biggest immigrant camp, Bet Lid. She helped
the newcomers from many lands to start a new
life in Israel and thereby learning and enriching
her own life from the sufferings and struggles of
the immigrants.

“Those were the hardest times of my life,”
says Bracha Kopstein, “but m,eam'n.,g/u‘[ (111({
worthy. Till this day I am thankful to destiny j([n,
being able to contribute my share to the needy

ones in Israel”

ENTERS ULPAN ; :
She entered one of the two Ulpans (Iu\f?rnfnlgt
School for Hebrew) and under the most di 11(,111c
ces in Israel those days Jearned th
a soon became a known
Hebrew and Eng-
partment of the

circumstan
Hebrew language. Brach :
and gifted lecturer in Yiddish,
lish, sponsored by the cultural de

Government and the Histadrut.

Bracha traveled to all new and old settlements
and lectured on life in America. The large au-
diences were inspired because she took her
material from life itself.

In close touch with the toiling masses gave
Bracha new life and impetus to create new poems
and songs, and reportages about life in Israel,
depicting its struggles, aspirations and achieve-
ments.

AUTHOR OF BOOKS

Bracha Kopstein is the author of many books
of poetry in Yiddish (one translated into Hebrew
by well-known Hebrew poets) and she contrib-
utes frequently to Yiddish dailies and periodicals
in many lands.

TOURING EUROPE

A few years ago Bracha Kopstein was touring
England and France, under the auspices of the
World Jewish Congress, lecturing and reading
on Israel with great success.

REVISITING U. 8. A.

Bracha Kopstein is now visiting the United
States in connection with personal and literary
malters, appearing for many cultural and frater-
nal organizations, Synagogues and Seminaries,
lecturing in three languages—Yiddish, Hebrew,
English. She prefers to talk and read in Yiddish,
because this is her Mame-Loshn.

On the platform she creates while she speaks.
She creates a holiday spirit (Yomtev Shtim-
mung) wherever she appears.

Yiddish Lecture
In cooperation with the

Jewish Teachers Seminary
“YIDDISH POETRY IN ISRAEL”
by Bracha Kopstein
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SPRING TERM COURSES

Mondays, 11:00 A.M.—Feb. 11—March 18

WOMEN IN ISRAEL TODAY

6 lectures by

BRACHA KOPSTEIN

Israeli Poet, Author

An inside view of the life and creative work of
women in Israel today. The discussion is not
only limited to observations and remarks on
the positive contributions which women have made
to the upbuilding of Israel; critical comments and
analyses will also be presented.

The ordinary, average woman, who knows how to
bear her burdens quietly; the women in political,
cultural and scientific life; the halutza; the in-
tellectual woman; the “Chen’” girls in the army;
the women leaders in society and many more
types of Israeli women will be discussed.
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CIRCI‘E IN JEWISH BOOKLAND

Edited by the Jewish Book Council of America

Sponsored by the
National Jewish Welfare Board
145 East 32nd Street, New York 16, N. Y.

Editor ALEXANDER ALLAN STEINBACH

®
Rabbi MELECH SCHACHTER

MISHEMESH EL SHEMESH. By

Kopstein. “*Davar™ Publishing Co. Tel Aviv,
I 8

Bracha

Israel. 120 pages.

Women authors are now blossoming in modern
Hebrew and Yiddish literature, Bracha Kopstein
is one such tender soul who uses the emotional
and musical form of poetry to pour trorth her in-
nermost yearnings.

Mishemesh el Shemesh contains close to seventy

poems, originally written in Yiddish, mother
tongue of Bracha Kopstein, and translated into

beautiful Hebrew by nineteen of the most famous
Hebrew poets living in Israel today. It is amazing
how accurately the folklorisms and idiomatic ex-
pressions are preserved in the translation.
There is sadness in her tone when DBracha
Kopstein sings of love unrequired, aspirations un-
fulfilled, separation and detachment. There is
deeply feit reaction in her strophes to the tragedy
that has befallen people in Kurope, to the
great historic wonder of the independent sover-
eign State of Israel and to all the social difficul-
ties encountered

our

by the many immigrants f{rom
all over the world now converging upon the Holy
Land.

In one poem the poet expresses a yearning to
experience that profound religious exaltation of
her pious father. In another she articulates the
pangs of mother love spurned by the child be-
cause she is forced to go to work and leave the
child to be cared for by others. Emotional tender-
ness and feminine sensitivity pervade every line.
There is beauty in the brevity allowing the red-
er’s imagination full play.

The participation of the greatest poets in trang-
lating Bracha Kopstein's Yiddish poems into He-
brew testifies to the high quality of her poetry.
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Bracha Kopst can |
38 West 74 Street
New York, N.Y. 10023
Tel. 724-9331
On Radio Station WEVD
Tune in every Monday at 12:45 on Rad
Station WEVD and hear the voice of Bracha
Kopstein, reading chapters of her book “Da
and Holidays in Israel,” with an introduction by

the famous radio-commentator Zvi Seooler.
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