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MISHEMESH EL SHEMESH. By Brncha
Kopsrein. "Davar" PubliJhmg Co. Tel Aviv,

W/omen anthors are no , blosnoming ln mcde:rn
Hebrew and Yiddish merutu:-e. Brncha Kovsteln
is one such tender sol who uses tho emotional
and mustcal form of poetry to poor forth hor in­
nermost yearnings.

Mishemesh el Shemc:ih contains cios0 to :rnventy
poems, or!glnully nitten in Yiddish, mother
tongue of Brucha Kopsteln, and translated into
beautiful Hebrew by nineteen of tho most !amour;
Hebrew poets living in Israel today. It Is amazing
how accurately the foIJrlorlsms and lc!iomatic rot·
presslons are preserved in the translation.

There is sadness fn her tone when Brach
Kopstein sings of tender love, a3p!r-atlons un­
fulfllled, separation and detachment. There Is
deeply felt react.Ion in her strophes to the tragedy
that has befallen our people ln Europe, to the
great historic wonder of the Independent sover­
eign State of Israel and to all the social difficul­
ties encountered by the many immlgranto from
all over the world now converging upon the Holy
Land.

In one poem the poet expresses a yearn1ng to
experience that IJrofound re!igfous exaltation ot
her pious father. In another she articulates the
pangs of mother love. spurned by the child be­
cause she lo forced to go to work and leave the
child to be cared tor by others. Emotional tender­
ness and feminine. sensitivity pervade eve-ry llne.
There iB beauty in the brevity allowing the red·
er's imagination full _p]o.y.

The purtlcipation of the greatest poets in trans­
lating Bracha Kopstein'a Yiddish poems into He­
brew testifies to the high {uality of her poetry.

--CIRCLE In Jewish Booklant!

the immgirants-the men, the vmon an the chil­
dren-in the ma'abarot, in the .dbbutzlm anti 1n
the cities. A note of comfort to the head of the
State from a father who lost his eon in the Sinai
campaign is one of the touching illustrations of
Israeli heroism. The r..i.the. ire.t tba'i:. the heavy bur­
den bearing upon the "father of the people" by far
surpassed his own !)er:sonal tragedy •.• We are
also treated in the book to radiant descriptions
of the masses visiting the president on the Suc­
coth festival, of the \Yorkers hilariously greeting
their benefact:or, Da.,id Dubins,ky , oi' the multitude
of chaes1li 'm welcoming the Satmarer Rebbe, etc.
Many of ·· 1e close to 60 ":rsportages" should be
translated nto Hebrew 3Jld Eng1lsb. and rendered
available to everyone.

As a distin,,.ruished poetess Bracha Kopstein en­
riched Yiddish verse with another volume, entitled
"Selected Poetry." Some of them are selections
from several previous volumes at poetry she had
published in the past and somo are new onces
that have never a1ipeared in boo!t form. Many of
these selections are the sad expressions of inner
experiences because of the holocaust. How is she
to react when her child inquires "What soap is
made of?" "At one time, they used to make it
from tats of ..." Other selections are replete with
joy and enthusiasm over the people ant! the land
of Israel; one can breathe the air of the Kinnereth
River or be enchanted by the blue sky. The moun­
tains of Gilboa and Chermon, the GalU, the Emek,
and the Negev, the highwyas and byways of the
Holy Land, all play fondly on the strings of her
heart. The aroma or Israel pervades a co!lB!derable
portion of her poetry.
There are also proletarian poems, reminiscent

of Morris Rosenfeld. Abject. poverty and the curse
of unemployment characterize most of these selec­
tlons. There are also chil dren's poers and cradle
songs that nre very touching and tender. .All ill all
her book yielihl honi.; poetic mthilarotton.

-Vour.g lsrae! Viewpoint
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Days and Holidays in Israel
Mishemesh El Shemesh
Selected Poetry
The tender love of a poetess for Medlnat Vloro ii

has found amplo expression in Yiddwh prose and
poetry at tho hands of the gifted Brae.ha Kopste1t1,
In Days and Holidays in Israel, written in a ne
journalistic style, we encounter profound insight
on the part of the herole chaiutzim, the abrao ,.d
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MblJlO
MoH pe6eHOK pyttKH MbIJIOM ,i;r,oJirO Mb!Jr.
B.n:pyr 3aMOJIKHJJI.
H, aa,nyMaBUIHCb, cnpoc1-m:
"MaMa, H3 qero ,lJ.~JiaIOT MblJIO ?"
5I He cpaay oTBeTHJia.
Cepue 3a6Hoc- H, KaK KIeIIIH,
fy6hI BnHJIHCb o,n.Ha B .n:pyry10:
"51 He aHa10! Kor,rr.a-To
MMJIO )I.eJiaJIH H3 >KHpa ••• "
CJIOBa aacTpHJIH B ropTaHH.
"A.. Teneph ?" - cnpocmx pe6eHOK YAHB<ileHHo. ,
"_Tenepb-
;.Teneph MbIJIO BapHT H3 espeeB •• 0

5l _XO'teJia CJIOBO crpaUIHOe sepHJTb,
Ho 6bIJIO y>K_e Il03)1.HO.
Pe6eHOK ycMeXHJJICH H CKaaaJI:
"TbI He 3Haernb, MaMa,

lfro Tbl roBOpHUih!"
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Jewish readers of Justice will be In•
terested in "Days and Holidays in Israel"
by Bracha Kopsteln, a 342-page account
of places and instituions in Israel done
in a fine journalistic style by one who has
personally observed events in that stir­
ring, small nation. l,LGWU aid is warmly
described along with an eye-witness re•
port on Pres. David Dubinsky's visit to
that country.

-JUSTICE
International Ladies' Garment
Workers' Union

KOPSTEIN BOOK ON ISRAEL
DETAILS STIRRING EVENTS

M.. z. FBANH:
'!Miss Kopsteln spent a number. of years in

Israel - with some NewYork interludes, When I
first met her there In 1S50, she was working In one
of the largest immigrant camps. Out of the fifty­
seven sketches in the book (35,1pp. Published in
New York) some deal with the sordid side of life

/ in Israel, some with its festive sides.
"The latter predominates. A pleasingly readable

collection of descriptions of the bewildering pan­
orama of life in Israel passes before the readers
eyes: a ma'abara and the President's mansion on
a holiday, an immigrant ship and a literary eve- .
ning, Leib Glantz's Cantorial Academy in Tel- '
Aviv and the newly rising settlement of Lachish
with its farmers and cultural centers and the un­
forgettable Guber family, the Weizmann Institute
and a visit by a notable from New York and an­
other from Johannesburg, the Leftist kibbutznlks
and the Satmar Rebbe.
"Many of the scenes depicted In the book are

very touching, either for their tragic content or
for their historic significance. But, while the '
quality of the writing is not the same in every
sketch, none of it is heavy. One of the most
charming ls on Friday Night in Tel-Aviv.
"I understand .Miss Kopsteln is considering

issuing the book in an English translation. It
ought to be an important addition to the litera­
ture on Israel, The English title of the Yiddish
volume i.s given as "Days and Holidays in Israel."
I think the title can be retained in English,"

-The National Jewish Post and Opinion
New York
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38 West 74 Street
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Brach Hep»stein is now in ·e
I :>· ··1 I' Ol! ,1 varity ef j l:1 U'Ot'lll "·'·

or (':il(111·al 11!HI ~()(·i;,! !in• ill i'.\'ild ill
\'iddhh, !11'["·1•w ;rnr! ll'ill ",i\·,-

l.,rncl.''

Yon organization may arran:e u lecture i t
llr.tr·ha l\op•,rl'f11. ~!1c c•,111 1,,. r •r«·lt,,,J !ii.

On Radio Station WEVD
Tu11e jn C\'l'l" ,\To111L1.' nl l:.;-J,'"j t>fl n.,dm

Station WEVD and hear the voice of Bracha
Kop,;tein. n·.:iding dupti·,,, (,f hn ,oo'. ·•t }_;)··
and Holiday~ in l-.,rcL1·l,1" 1,ith i!ll in(rndu ·tiua . .y
the famous radio-comvrntator li 5cooler.

Editor ALEXANDER ALLAN STEINBACH

•
Rnbl>i lflELECil SCLCA.Cll'l'ER ,

MISHEMESH 1',L SHEi\IESII. Br Brnc-ha
Kopstein. "Davar" Publishing Co. Tel Aviv,
Israel. 120 pages.

CIRCLE /EIS woo.A 117n-n'
Edited by the Jewish Book Council of ..America I Z. 0. A. HOUSE

Sponsored by the
National Jewish Welfare Board

1-15 East 32nd Street, New York Hi, ~- Y.

"\Vomcn anthors nre 11011· hlos~oniing in rnodern
Hebrew an(! Yi<ltlbh Jiteralnre. Uradw Kop,,tein
is one such tender soul who uses the emotional
anrl musical Corm of JJ0etry to po1u· ronh ht•r in­
nermost yearnings.

Mishemesh el Shemesh contains close to scv nty
poems, originally wrilt •n in Yiddish, mother
l.ongne of Bracha Kopstein, and translated into
hcautit'.11! Hchrew by nineteen of lhl' most r:im011s
Hebrew poets living in Israel today. It is um:1zi11;.;
how accnr:1 lely the rolklorism: n nd idiomatie ex­
pressions arc pr• ·orverl in the translation.
There is sadness i11 her LOil<' wJw11 J1racl1H

Kopstein sings of love unrt>ft11lred, aspira1i1>n;; 1111-
t'nlfillcd, Heparaliou und dl'lachmt•nt.. Then• i..;
deeply t'elt reaction in her strophes to tho tn,gPdy
that has befallen our people in l•]111'0J1C, to the
great historic won,Jc,r o[ tho lnde}_) ndent sover­
eign State of Israel and to all the isucial diflk 1il­
ties encouuterod by the many in1111i~ra11ls i"rout
all over the world now converging upon the Holy
Lauri.

In one poem the poet ex pressc•,; a yt•;1 rn i LJ/; lo
experience that profound reli;;luns exalLaliun ur
her pious father. In anothur she rutic·11lat -~ Urn
pangs of mother Jo,·e prned by the l'hilrl he­
cause she is forced to go to work and leave the
child to be cared for by others. Emotional tender­
ness and feminine sen,.;Itivity pc·rvade PVcrv tin!•.
There is beauty in the bre,·ity allowing the red­
er's imagination full J>lay.

The participation or the greatest poets in trans­
lating Bracha Kopstein's Yiddish poems into He­
brew testifies to the high quality of her poetry.
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H701'IEN I.N ISR.1lEL TOI)AY

THEODOR HERZL INSTITUTE

515 Park Avenue New York, N. Y. 10022

6 lectures by

BRACHA KOPSTEIN

Israeli Poet, Author

SPRING TERM COURSES

Mondays, 11:00 A.M.Feb. 11-March 18

5n nD
1an n, 71"3N2

An inside view of the life and creative work of
women in Israel today. The discussion is not
only limited to observations and remarks on
the positive contributions which women have made
to the upbuilding of Israel; critical comments and
analyses will also be presented.

The ordinary, average woman, who knows how to
bear her burdens quietly; the women in political,
cultural and scientific life; the halutza; the in­
tellectual woman; the "Chen" girls in the army;
the women leaders in society and many more
types of Israeli women will be discussed.

Yiddish Lecture
In cooperation with the

Jewish Teachers Seminary
"YIDDISH POETRY IN ISRAEL"

by Bracha Kopstein

TN7I' TN I'TN DU"T'
5N7 A1 I/5'7 72/1 1 7 'p°

1""U09NR nJ71

Bracha traveled to all new and old settlements
and lectured on life in America. The large au­
diences were inspired because she took her
material from life itself.
In close touch with the toiling masses gave

Bracha new life and impetus to create new poems
and songs, and reportages about life in Israel,
depicting its struggles, aspirations and achieve­
ments.

AUTHOR OF BOOKS

Bracha Kopstein is the author of many books
of poetry in Yiddish (one translated into Hebrew
by well-known Hebrew poets) and she contrib­
utes frequently to Yiddish dailies and periodicals
in many lands.
TOURING EUROPE

A few years ago Bracha Kopstein was touring
England and France, under the auspices of the

1 World Jewish Congress, lecturing and reading
on Israel with great success.
REVISITING U. S. A.

Bracha Kopstein is now visiting the United
States in connection with personal and literary
matters, appearing for many cultural and frater­
nal organizations, Synagogues and Seminaries,
lecturing in three languages-Yiddish, Hebrew,
English. She prefers to talk and read in Yiddish,
because this is her Mame-Loshn.

On the platform she creates while she speaks.
She creates a holiday spirit (Yomtev Shtim­
mung) wherever she appears.

f .1.. Ul ans (EveningShe entered one o we two p . 1
School for Hebrew) and under the most difficult

l h d s learned thecircumstances in Israe ti .ose ay k
B h became a .nownHebrew language. racna soon - d En"·

and gifted lecturer in Yiddish, Hebrew an £ the
lish, sponsored by the cultural department o
Government and the Histadrut.

ENTERS ULPAN

Br~cl,,a Hopste,in - a distinguished
Yiddish Poetess and Lecturer. is a fC · ormer

anadian and American resident Sh •_ • e was active
many years in the Labor Zionist movement and
in the Pioneer Womens Organization.

Before settling in Israel, Bracha Kopstein
traveled all over the United States and Canada,
lecturing and reading of her poetry. She was
known as an inspiring speaker both for the cause
of a National homeland in Israel for the Jews and
for Yiddish culture in America.

Soon after the establishment of the State of
Israel, Bracha Kopstein felt an inner urge to
make her home in Israel. She came there in 1949,
"fell-in" in the midst of the great mass-immigra­
tion, met with many personal hardships, and in
spite of all that, volunteered to the Jewish Agency
for work in the Machnots, as a Social Worker, in
the biggest immigrant camp, Bet Lid. She helped
the newcomers from many lands to start a new
life in Israel and thereby learning and enriching
her own life from the sufferings and struggles of
the immigrants.

"Those were the hardest times of my life,"
says Bracha Kopstein, "but meaningful and
worthy. T'ill this day I am than,k/ul to dest:iny fo,
being able to contribute my share to the needy
ones in Israel"
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